> conunuodfromn

. holding. bgd:gmu_nd for 1,000

songs: _ . .
And with a vocal just
: shyo!ﬁveoctavesthl?g:pos '

%sbm man from Niagara

] NY, has finally found a :
~home welcominghls ability to -
turn into just aboutmysmger” i

. you've ever heard.

-“T'm not an unpersonntor »

" Maxwell insisted, nor.is this

karaoke though he’s been,
This is tnbute each so;nf'

true to the style of the origini
You just never know who's
next.- Tonight.it could be Al

Green, Frank Sinatra, Elvis, .

Patsy Cline, Stevie Wonder,
‘Tony Bennett, Aretha Frank-

- lin. Oh, plesse, let it be Louis _

Armsho

doesitt even know
whiat's niext till a couple of sec- -
onds before - hitting the next -

button.
. “Itrmghtbeanoohora.n
" aah from somebody,” he said.
If there’s a lull, out comes a
‘trump” song. “What a Won-
derful Llfe’??t was, mght we
were there, He knew.

- No costumed Elvis -

. Steve Campbell, a princi
in the umumnu{, hgs bepi
sold -since a friend introduced

. him-and he gave Maxwell a
tryout ‘almost four- years ago. -

Now he’s booked 7:30 to 10:30
pm. Fridays and Saturdays
~ unless he’s oﬁon one ofhxszo

o o s0 yearhr private gigs. 5
bell reqtiires the tux- :

: edo and soft beginning, to go
- with - the. “Buckhead-style”
. experienice of ‘food and enter-

tainment that. can appeal fo'-

anyone from 21 to 90.
As time goes by, the crowd

" becomes younger, and Max-.

well adapts his playlist.
“T have a lot of energy. P'ma
_ showman, andlhketomove
around a lot,” Maxwell said.
- Back:tage in hxsfdressmg
- room, he or a wig
and poet’m E)r a Prince
segment, complete with splits.
Or maybe, tonight, it'll be Rxck
James. Or Michael Jackson. Or

. > Goonline . -

‘"M Thumlay, Jnn. 27, 2008/ The Atianta Joumal-conslmnlm

Taylorf_

fixture and a blg draw over the past four years. He performs Friday and Saturday nights. .

'AJC.COM

to hear
Maxwell
Tay(or sing.

IF You GO

> Where The Rldge — Great Staaks and Seafood Is at 1035

Tumer Road, Cumming.

_and Saturdays.

» When: Maxwell Taylor’ perfonns 7:30 to 10 30 p. m Frldays o

» Gover: None

) 2 Infomatlon' 770- 886-9003 vmwmaxwelltaylor net

Tina Tumer. 'mxly S
You get theidea.. ‘
- Who it won't be in costume
is Elvis — that gig he leaves to
-Elvis impersonator and close

personal. ‘friend* Mike Jones, .

who puts on his own show
every- weekend at the nearby
Lantern Inn.

Who it won't be is Mariah

Carey, or Wntney Houston

. Anybody else, Maxwell said,

his voice can handle.
Maxwell, 43, moved ‘to the
Atlanta area 10 years ago.’,

He has a studio in his Nor-

cross home, where he has pro-
duced a few CDs.

Though he puts on a great
show imitating others, some

..ing Maxwell ‘for ther

backets are helping pmduce'

some’ of the more than 500
. 8Of heswntten ’

pﬂnghehopestoﬁn—

ish a €D titled “Stlence All
. - Ctitics” “ that- includes ‘some
original work. * . -

' Unlikely opportunity

Longtime backer Roz

* Alford, a principal with ASAP

Staffing LLC, has been book-
company
events for four years and pro-
moting his talent..

From time to hme, she's

'helped out with travel or

ding,
ik “He Just hasn't gone profes- |
. sionally to have a CD done,” '

Alford said. “That's what I've

been encouraging him to do.”
_About ‘once a month, she

.goes to see the show at the

.Rufgf, -hoping for her favorite

“You have to see him to
believe it,” she said: -
. Maxwell said he med the

- same kind of show in Buck-

head, where no one gave him a
chance. -

Every singer you've ever heard

“From the first day at the .

Ridge,” he said, ““those people

received me hkelwas one of

their own.”™
“Ain't that amazing?” he

" said, “a black man in’Forsyth

Coung; going on four years.

were the ‘only ones

- who would ]gwe me a chance.

'Ihese people: would do any-

T}for me." 1' : buy
“These people tip me, u

me drinks ani ‘I've been

| invited to their houses.

“What black man you know

.sings up at Bxg Canoe? It’s X E

Ma.xwell said he’s honored

to e ssked to sing at events -
like. this summet’s Vietnam -
yeteran Casper Avyiation Pla-

toon reunion in

But if he could be gmnted_

one ‘more. musical wish, it

would ‘be to sing like Frank' -
~Sinatra-and Dean Martin did, "

in front of a full orchestra. -
“1 coiild just die right then,

because I would have accom- -
-plished everything,” he said.

' ‘ - PHIL SKINNER / Staff -
Maxwell ‘l'aylor alngs to l.ydla cmpapper atthe. Rldge in cummlng, where he has become a
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